
 
 

 
 

DAYS OF THE CYCLE THIS WEEK: 
Day 5, Day 6, Day 1, Day 2, Day 3 

 

 
THIS WEEK’S QUOTES: 
This past week’s Day Parent Forum was inspirational for me both as a parent and an 
educator.  Well over 80 middle school parents took time out of their schedule at what is 
arguably the busiest time of year, to learn from faculty and parent presenters as well as 
from conversations with each other about the less than scientific role of being a middle 
school parent. For this reason, my favorite comment that I heard from our parent 
forum is the fact that our children certainly do not come with instruction manuals. 
Unlike other professionals, parents do not undergo rigorous training before entering 
the field. They are rather thrown into the arena, and just when they gain some footing 

Quotes of the Week 
 
When your children reach adolescence, they fire you as parent. You’ve got 
to scramble to get rehired as a consultant.   ~ Mike Riera 
 
“Parents are teachers, and home is a child’s first and most important 
classroom.”    - Hillary Clinton 
 
Programs designed with strong parent involvement produce students who 
perform better than otherwise identical programs that do not involve 
parents as thoroughly, or that do not involve them at all.  

~ Anne T. Henderson 
 
“Children learn more from what you are than what you teach.” 

- W.E.B. Du Bois 
 



and expertise from trial and error, they experience the upheaval that happens when 
their child transitions into the next developmental stage, with its own challenges and 
nuances.   
 
All of those who gathered on Thursday evening to share ideas seemed to be driven by 
the same motivation, having landed rather abruptly into the realm of middle school 
pre-adolescence, with the constant challenging of rules that they did even know they 
should be setting. The common theme of Thursday night’s discussion groups was the 
importance of consistent attempts at opening the dialogue, becoming that “consultant” 
when you are fired as a parent figure by your oppositional teen.  The battle wounds 
obtained from continuous attempts at opening communication are clearly more 
important than our bruised egos.  
 
Although we may never likely be ahead of our children on the latest social media app, 
nor will we know the latest trend pressuring them to violate their family values and 
norms, our chances of protecting and educating our children rise exponentially with 
the consistency of our communication and messaging, and quite simply our unfailing 
commitment to our first role in the lives of our children, as models and teachers. 
 
Thank you to everyone who leaned into these courageous conversations and expressed 
the vulnerability of not having all of answers. Your presence and support of our efforts 
at school and your consistency with communication and reinforcement of values with 
your children is the most important influence in your adolescent’s life right now.  
 
NEW INFORMATION 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL PARENT FORUM 
Thank you to those parents who attended Thursday’s Day School Council Parent 
Forum.  We had an overwhelming response. I would like to thank our faculty 
presenters, Sam Genier, Andy Comings, Jessica Steel, Howie Landau and Adam Lunin, 
as well as our parent presenters, Angela Pitter-Wright, Andrea Steenstrup and Karen 
Bennett.  Also, special thanks to the PTO for their support and refreshments.  Because 
our School Council would like to continue to bring you events that meet the needs of 
our parents and school community, I ask anyone who attended on May 16th, to please 
take a moment to share your brief feedback through this survey by following the link 
below: 
 
https://forms.gle/UwBEhqXS1HmP5ojf8 
 
 



Resources from Thursday’s Parent Forum will be posted within the next 
week on the Day Middle School web site. 
 
MAY22nd PRINCIPAL COFFEE CANCELLED 
Our Principal Coffee scheduled for this Wednesday, May 22nd is cancelled. It is a busy 
time of year, and we have had several consecutive parent events at Day.  This date and 
time no longer seems like it fits a need in our home/school event calendar. 
 
FAMILY BOSTON BOWLING EVENT 
Yesterday was the 2nd annual Day Community Boston Bowl sponsored by the Diversity 
Club and made possible through the generosity of the Day PTO.  It was another 
amazingly successful event. Follow us on Twitter for images of Saturday’s event. 
 
@JMannNPS 
 
MCAS THIS WEEK 
MCAS make-up sessions for math and STE will continue tomorrow. Students who need 
to make up sessions will be called to the library 
 
SERVICE STARS 
Service Service Stars is looking for several high school/college aged kids to work with 
us this summer as interns. Interns would need to be available from 8:30-3pm every day 
and the camp will be run the weeks of 8/12 and 8/19. Interns can join us for all or part 
of the camp weeks. 
 
Responsibilities will include helping set up and clean up from different service projects, 
supervising groups on the playground (with adult help), engaging in group games, 
facilitating group discussions on service topics, assisting children to complete service 
projects and generally helping the program to run smoothly. We are looking for interns 
with an interest in community service who are independent, self starters with positive 
attitudes. Interns should be prepared to work hard, gain great experience with kids and 
service and have fun!! 
 
Our application for summer internships is now open and we encourage anyone with 
interest to check out our website https://sites.google.com/view/service-stars/home 
and apply by filling out our application form. 
 
HYPERLINK 
"https://goo.gl/forms/PfeKXx5mHh7dMbO33?fbclid=IwAR1uXHQEhYcnldWe2p6Fq



4AaaN7V1AM8ldYg0kDz97GlOdfYCVtS8CDPvk4"https://goo.gl/forms/PfeKXx5mHh
7dMbO33 
 
THE 10th ANNUAL NEWTON SEPAC SPECIAL EDUCATION AWARDS 
The 10th Annual SEPAC Awards are happening on May 30th   Each year SEPAC 
(Special Education Parent Advisory Council) accepts nominations from families to 
recognize the outstanding work done with our kids.  Please see the attached flyer with 
information about how to nominate an educator for recognition or follow the link 
below. (See Attached Flyer) 
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfCPpnpm0k0PODwxlcwLNO83zzRiQjH3KqkH6SNDqxolu2d9Q
/viewform 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  NEWTON CIVICS  NIGHT 
This year all of the Newton Middle Schools will be collaborating on a Newton Civics 
Night on May 28th from 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at the American Legion Post 440 to 
display their Generation Citizens Projects.  
 
 
UPDATES FOR THE 8th GRADE TRIP TO D.C. 
  
 Medical Forms and Consent Forms:  Medical Forms are past due. If 
you have not done so already, please send in your medical forms to our 
school nurse.  Also, please notify EF Tour’s customer service, or our school 
nurse of any food allergy that we need to consider in planning our trip. 
 
Medications for your child are due NO LATER THAN June 3rd, and it is 
preferable that the medications are hand delivered by a parent or assigned 
adult on June 3rd. Medications should be dropped of in our health office.  
Please take note of the other requirements below: 
 
! All medication must be delivered by the parent/guardian or designated adult 
! All medication must be delivered in a pharmacy or manufacturer labeled container 
! The pharmacy-labeled container can be used in lieu of a health care provider’s order 

for short-term medications (those medications given for 10 school days or less) 
! As with school policy, over-the-counter medication will be treated the same as 

prescription medication.  This means that medication such as Tylenol, Benadryl, 
Advil, etc., require a written order from a health care provider  

! Drop off day will be Monday June 3rd 



! Please bring medication containers in a plastic bag 
! Need to bring medication supply from home (as opposed to school supply) 

 
 Itinerary and Information about the trip:  On Tuesday, I presented to parents 
departure information about the trip.  I have attached that information for those not 
able to attend the presentation. The itinerary is close to being finalized, but may have 
some last minute adjustments.   
 
All students attending the trip MUST report to the Day Cafeteria NO 
LATER THAN 6 a.m. no the morning of Tuesday, June 11th.  Please see the 
attached itinerary and Power Point for other information. 
 
Student Information Sessions:  We will be holding information sessions for both 
students staying at school and for students attending the D.C. trip on May 22, 2019 
during the 8th grade extension block to review the itinerary and expectations for 
students. Students will not learn about roommate assignments until the day 
before the trip departs, Monday, June 10th. 
 
Plan for 8th Graders Not Traveling to D.C.:  A committee of 8th grade teachers 
who are not traveling to D.C. have been planning a fun and engaging itinerary of events 
for 8th grade students who will be at school and not attending the D.C. Trip. Permission 
slips for the local field trips will be distributed for the students not attending 
Washington D.C. on May 22nd. The trips will include two Boston field trips and a walk 
to the West Newton cinema.   
 
INFORMATION PUBLISHED PREVIOUSLY 
 
8th GRADE MOVING UP CEREMONY 
This year’s 8th Grade Moving Up Ceremony is on Tuesday, June 18th, the last day of 
school.  The ceremony will take place from 9:30 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. in our gymnasium.  
Doors will open at 8:45 a.m.   
 
Seating this year in the gym is very limited due to the installation of new bleachers that 
has almost cut in half our capacity for seating.  As a result, we will also be live 
streaming the ceremony in our air-conditioned auditorium, which has seating capacity 
of 340 people.  Although we will not be issuing tickets to the ceremony, we will be 
asking families to limit the number of attendees to only 2 (or 3 in extreme 
circumstances) in the gym.  The auditorium is a nice alternative for attendees who may 
have difficulties in the gym given the likely warm temperatures. The ceremony will be 



live-streamed through the Day Middle School web site, and as a result, will also be able 
to be viewed from home. 
 
Light refreshments will be served following the ceremony for 8th graders and their 
families in the Day cafeteria.  
 
We thank you for your support and flexibility as we navigate our new limitations in 
space. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to me 
directly. 
 
 
GENERATION CITIZEN 
Our 8th graders are engaged in the action research stage of their annual Generation 
Citizen Civic Engagement Projects. As such, many of them have requests from all of us 
in the school community in support of their research or action steps.  Your help and 
support is so greatly appreciated by our students and faculty. Also, don’t forget to save 
the date for our Newton Civics Night (see the information below), where are 8th graders 
will present their civic action projects.   
 
Below are individual requests from Day students to help them in conducting their 
research and/or actions for their Generation Civics Projects. Thank you in advance for 
taking a moment to help: 
 
Here are some new additions to the Generation Citizens Projects. Thank you for your 
support by taking the surveys below and supporting the projects below: 
 
 
Project #1 

"Hi! We are 8th-grade students on the Emerald team. We are working on a 
Generation Citizen project to raise awareness about underage vaping. In order to do 
this, we must gather information about your knowledge of vaping to improve our 
understanding about vaping as a whole community. Please answer the following 
questions to help us create a better school environment."  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvGZB8I303vCl7irEIynixBmH0ArZ
wHeqfcL58rwX1EAQg_A/viewform?usp=sf_link 
 
 
Project #2 
"Our eighth grade class has been working on a Generation Citizens project since 
January and we are creating this survey to see adult's opinion and knowledge on our 



topic of mental health issues pressing in our community."  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdE3jmHzyQCisr0aca8IzxZ8PJGuMe
Hxqo8JDZRcMLGDHLfSg/viewform?usp=sf_link 
 
 
Project #3 
"We are students at F.A.Day Middle School.  For our Generation Citizen project, we 
are trying to get more information about veteran needs and challenges in our 
community. Please answer these questions thoughtfully.  Thank you."  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScpzyoGu00D0enyEKyDEqKb7vZ9Ya
if8a-CPCLoi5pUyTQbUw/viewform?usp=sf_link 

 
 
      Project #4 

Hello Day families.  We are students from the 8th grade Evergreen team - Kevin, 
Adam, Vassily, Gabe and Max.  For our Social Studies Generation Citizen project in 
Ms. Brennan's class, we are studying local traffic and advocating for ways to improve 
it.  Can you please offer your input on local traffic by completing our survey?  Here is 
the link:  
 
https://forms.gle/tgPLEm7KsPfXoXPM9.   
 
Please know that your responses will remain anonymous.  Many thanks! 

 
  

Project #5 
Hello Day families.  This is Kaylah, Taylor, and Julian from the Evergreen team 
and we are working on the issue of homelessness for our Generation Citizen 
project in Ms. Brennan's Social Studies class. We have connected with Empath of 
Boston and The Community Day Center of Waltham to learn how we can support 
them.  Empath is in need of the following items:  mops, brooms, dishwashing 
liquid, sponges, toilet bowl cleaner, and all purpose floor cleaner.  The 
Community Day Center needs:  travel size sunscreen, razors, travel size 
deodorant, women's underwear, men's underwear, socks.  Any items you can 
donate would be much appreciated.  Please send these items to school with your 
child to be dropped off in room 317, Ms. Brennan's classroom.  If you have any 
questions, her email address is brennanka@newton.k12.ma.us.  Many thanks!   

 
 
 



A NOTE TO 8th GRADE PARENTS FROM THE NPS TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 
1:1 Device Program at the High Schools 
As part of the Newton Public Schools effort to expand its 1:1 Device Pilot Program, 
starting next year all incoming students to the high school will receive a district issued 
Chromebook (Model: Lenovo 300e). A chromebook is a paired down laptop that allows 
students to access websites and web-based applications for completing schoolwork 
including but not limited to Schoology, Google Drive, and Aspen. The device will be 
part of the standard school-issued materials (similar to a textbook) needed for learning 
at the high schools. More information will be sent to current 8th grade families as we 
get closer to September including information regarding device handout, Chromebook 
Loan agreement, and an optional insurance policy covering loss or damage to the 
device. For now, we encourage you to visit NPS High School 1:1 Laptop Initiative 
website to learn more information. 
 
7th GRADE END OF YEAR TRIP 
This year the 7th grade team of teachers is excited to announce that the end of year trip 
for 7th graders on Monday, June 17th will be an all day excursion to Lake Pearl in 
Wrentham. There will be a BBQ lunch provided as part of the cost. Students will be 
able to engage in activities such as: swimming, can jam, giant jenga, giant checkers, 
corn hole, volleyball, badminton, horse shoes, soccer, football, Relax! Play! Have FUN!  
Information and permission slips will go home with students this week. 
 
SPRING SPORTS 
The F.A. Day Middle School web site has been updated and now includes email 
addresses for the coaches of spring sports. More information about spring sports sign 
up and student information sessions will be shared on the web site following the link 
below, as well as via Twitter and this newsletter. 
 
Here is the web site link: 
 
https://sites.google.com/newton.k12.ma.us/eee/athletics-general-information 
 
The Twitter sites are: 
 
@JMannNPS 
@FADayAthletics 
 
YEARBOOK ORDERS 
 
The Day Middle School yearbooks can be ordered online at: 



 
www.yearbookordercenter.com 
 
Use the School Code: 6669 
 
The cost of the yearbooks is $29 until January 31st, and after that date, the cost 
increases to $35.  There will be a limited number of yearbooks available for purchase 
the last week of school. If your family is in need of financial assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact the guidance office. 

 

WASHINGTON D.C. SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The PTO is still looking for donations to our Washington D.C. Trip Scholarship Fund. 
Please consider making a donation by following the link below: 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-
xclick&hosted_button_id=LJZ9C5R2V8XSG&source=url 
 

(If you have trouble accessing the Paypal link above, cut and paste the link into a 
different browser or contact the Day PTO directly. 

LAST WEEK OF SCHOOL EVENTS 
Many of you have reached out to me about the last day of school and the events of the 
last week of school in order to plan for summer camps and vacations.  With this past 
week’s snow day, the last day of school is now June 18th.  This will remain the last 
day provided that there are no further snow days.  
 
Here is more information about the last week of school: 

• We have scheduled the 6th and 7th grade end of year day trips for Monday, June 
17th.  There will be more information on those day trips as we get closer to the 
date.  

• The 8th grade overnight trip to Washington, D.C. is June 11th through June 14th.   
• A group of 8th grade teachers are currently planning events for June 11th through 

June 14th for the students not attending the trip to Washington D.C. More 
information on that will follow.   

• The 8th grade Moving Up Ceremony is now scheduled for the last day of school, 
Tuesday, June 18th. It is also an early release day and dismissal will be at 11:30 
a.m. 



 
I hope this helps a bit with future planning for families. Please let me know if you have 
any questions. 
 
 
TWITTER 
For last minute notices of after school activities and pictures of our daily events at Day, 
follow me on Twitter: @JMannNPS or @DayDragons 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  
Note: I have added the major dates through the end of the year for those 
who like to plan ahead. Please know that this is not inclusive of all dates 
on our calendar, and I will update this as more are added. 
 
You can also access the school calendar on our web site by following the 
link below: 
 
https://www.newton.k12.ma.us/Page/2580 
 
 
May 22, 2019:  Principal Coffee at 8 a.m.- CANCELLED (see above) 
 
May 23, 2019:  Band and Jazz Band Spring Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
 
May 27, 2019:  NO SCHOOL Memorial Day Holiday 
 
May 28, 2019:  Newton Civics Night 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  
 
May 30, 3019:  Orchestra Spring Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
 
June 5, 2019:  Day School Council at 6:00 p.m. 
 
June 7, 2019:  Art Show 
 
June 7, 2019:  Early Release for grades 6 and 7 (dismissal at 11:30 a.m.),  

Step Up Day for Grade 8 and incoming 6th graders  
 
June 7,2019:  Spring Choral Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
 



June 11-14, 2019:  8th Grade Trip to Washington D.C. 
 
June 17, 2019:  6th and 7th grade End of Year Trips 
 
June 18, 2019: Last Day of School – Early Release at 11:30 a.m.  No Lunch Served 
 
June 18, 2019:  8th Grade Moving Up Ceremony  
 
All the best, 
 
Jackie Mann 
F. A. Day Principal 
jacqueline_mann@newton.k12.ma.us 
(617) 559-9100 
 
 
 


